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Built in 1926 by Sweet's shipyard of Greenport, Long Island,
SELINA Il has been owned by three generations of her original
family.

eginning 39 vears ago, at the summer colony on
Shelter Island, New York, I worked for three sea-
sons aboard one family’s treasure, a 42" Cape Cod
catboat named SELINA II and built for the Hurd family
in 1926, At 42" < 16’ = 4°6", she may be more noteworthy

for her size than for her pedigree. Sweet's Shipyard of

Greenport, Long Island, built her to Grandfather Hurd’s
specifications, and two years ago, at age 75, she entered
her third generation of ownership by the same family.
This set me to wondering: Why do such family boats, held
for generations, often live in their own state of grace?
Like old dogs and old front-porch wicker, the tenure
of old boats still counts for something in summer com-
munities built on foundations of shared history. Often,
their arrival predates that of any living family member.
In SELINA II's case, Grandfather Hurd had wanted a boat
to take him saltwater fishing. The summer before he had
had some scary moments in the first SELINA, a narrow
open launch of 20-something feet. The ebb tide was run-
ning hard against the southerly. While jigging for blue-
fish, SELINA's professional captain got her side-to against
the steep seas, and she nearly broached. Not only had Mr,
Hurd had a bad time of it, but Mrs. Hurd had, too. So,
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in short order he had gone over to Sweet's to talk about
something bigger—something wider. By then catboats
were a proven entity as yachts: beamy, stable, dry, and,
with their commodious cockpits, comfortable, With plenty
of room for auxiliary power, you didn’t have to sail them
if you didn't want to, which, it turns out, the Hurd fam-
ily didn’t particularly want to do. In 1926 Sweet's was
known for commercial vessels—{ish draggers and the
like—but they were willing to take on a big catboat because
there were plenty of models to go by in the area.
Furthermore, Mr. Hurd was happy enough to forgo the
construction complications of a centerboard, an item
that Sweet’s had no experience building. For an owner
who didn't intend to sail the boat, 16 of beam assured
plenty of stability. For more than three decades, Mr. Hurd
was happy with his boat and so was Mrs. Hurd.

After Hurd's death in the early 1960s, SELINA Il passed
to his youngest daughter, Esther, and her husband, Bridg
Hunt. When they decided to take on the boat, it never
actually seemed like a decision. SELINA IT had been in the
family since Esther was four years old. To her, the boat
was family. If there had ever been talk of sending SELINA
11 on her way, 1 never heard of it. Esther and Bridg weren't









